
FIRE PROTECTION TRAINING GUIDE - HELICOPTER PILOT (LIMITED TERM) 

(No. 14  March 2001) 
 
INDIVIDUAL PROFESSIONAL TRAINING - HELICOPTER PILOT (LIMITED TERM) 
Course Participant Time Frames Prerequisites Notes 
Title Hours Level When Requirement Frequency   

 
JOB REQUIRED 

Job Required Within First Year - Helicopter Pilot (Limited Term) 
EEO/Sexual Harassment 4 Unit Upon employment CDF Policy Annually None (*) 
I-100 Introduction to ICS 2 Unit Within 1 year on 

initial hire 
CDF Policy One time training None (*) 

Wildland Firefighter Survival 
- CDF 

8 Unit Within 1 year of 
initial hire 

CDF Policy One time training None (*) 

Helitack Training - CDF 32 Region/Unit Prior to first fire 
season 

CDF Policy One time training None (*) 

New Pilot Transition 40 Aviation 
Mgmt. 

Upon appointment CDF Policy 8300 Aviation 
Handbook 

One time training None (*)(1) 

Annual Recurrent Training, 
Interagency Checkride & 
FAA Flight Review 

24 Aviation 
Mgmt. 

Prior to fire season FAA/CDF Policy 8300 
Handbook 

Annual (during 
employed period) 

None (*)(2) 

Refresher Emergency 
Procedures Training 

4 Region/Unit Every 90 days CDF Policy 8300 
Handbook 

Every 90 days 
(during employed 
period) 

None (*)(3) 

Monthly Refresher Training 1 Unit Monthly CDF Policy 8300 
Handbook 

Every 30 days 
(during employed 
period) 

None (*)(4) 

Defensive Drivers Training 4 Unit Within first 4 years SAM - Required for 
frequent operation of any 
vehicle on state business 

4 hours every 4 
years 

California Driver's 
License 

 

119.00 Total Hours Job Required Within First Year - Helicopter Pilot (Limited Term) 



Course Participant Time Frames Prerequisites Notes 
Title Hours Location When Requirement Frequency   

 
 
Job Required Within Second Year - Helicopter Pilot (Limited Term) 

Refresher Emergency 
Procedures Training 

4 Region/Unit Every 90 days CDF Policy 8300 
Handbook 

Every 90 days None (*)(3) 

Monthly Refresher Training 1 Unit Monthly CDF Policy 8300 
Handbook 

Every 30 days None (*)(4) 

5.00 Total Hours Job Required Within Second Year - Helicopter Pilot (Limited Term) 
 
Job Required Within Third Year - Helicopter Pilot (Limited Term) 

Refresher Emergency 
Procedures Training 

4 Region/Unit Every 90 days CDF Policy 8300 
Handbook 

Every 90 days None (*)(3) 

Monthly Refresher Training 1 Unit Monthly CDF Policy 8300 
Handbook 

Every 30 days None (*)(4) 

5.00 Total Hours Job Required Within Third - Helicopter Pilot (Limited Term) 
 
Job Required Within Fourth Year - Helicopter Pilot (Limited Term) 

Defensive Drivers Training 4 Unit Within first 4 years SAM - Required for 
frequent operation of any 
vehicle on state business 

4 hours every 4 
years 

California Driver's 
License 

 

Refresher Emergency 
Procedures Training 

4 Region/Unit Every 90 days CDF Policy 8300 
Handbook 

Every 90 days None (*)(3) 

Monthly Refresher Training 1 Unit Monthly CDF Policy 8300 
Handbook 

Every 30 days None (*)(4) 

9.00 Total Hours Job Required Within Fourth Year - Helicopter Pilot (Limited Term) 
 



Course Participant Time Frames Prerequisites Notes 
Title Hours Location When Requirement Frequency   

 
 

JOB ENHANCEMENT 
Basic Fire Academy BFC 
1A 

Orientation/ basic admin 

44 CDF 
Academy 

Probationary 
requirement 

SPB Job specification One time training Hazmat 1st  
responder; 
CDF FFI basic  

(*) 

I-200 Basic ICS [12] CDF 
Academy 

Required prior to filling 
any ICS position 

CDF Policy One time 
training 

none  

EEO/ Sexual 
Harassment  

[2] Academy, 
Unit 

2 hr upon appointment CDF Policy 
Mandated 

4 hours annually  none (*) 

Basic Fire Academy BFC 
1B 

Fire fighting skills 

126 CDF 
Academy 

Probationary 
requirement 

SPB  Job specification One time training  Hazmat 1st  
responder; 
CDF FFI basic 

(*) 

Self Contained 
Breathing Apparatus 
(SCBA) 

[3] CDF 
Academy 

Prior to response Mandated CCR Title 8 
Section 3401 (b) (1) 

annual evaluation none  

Confined Space [40] CDF 
Academy 

Prior to response Mandated CCR Title 8 
Section 5157 

Annual hands on 
drill 

none  

Basic Fire Academy BFC 
2A 

Driver Operator training 

133.5 CDF 
Academy 

Probationary 
requirement 

SPB  Job specification One time training  Hazmat 1st  
responder; 
CDF FFI basic 

(*) 

Defensive Driver [4] CDF 
Academy 

Prior to response SAM Required for frequent 
operation of any vehicle on 
state business 

4 hours every 4 
years 

CA Driver's 
license 

 

Basic Fire Academy BFC 
2B 

Skills Application 

131 CDF 
Academy 

Probationary 
requirement 

SPB  Job specification One time training BFC 1A, 1B, and 
2A 

(*) 

Intermediate Wildland 
Behavior S290 

[32] CDF 
Academy 

Within initial training Required One time training   

Wildland Firefighter 
Survival 

[8] CDF 
Academy 

Within one year of hire CDF Policy One time training None  

R

E

V 



Course Participant Time Frames Prerequisites Notes 
Title Hours Location When Requirement Frequency   

 
Air Attack Management - 
CDF 

72 Redding 
AAB 
Mather AAB 

   Basic ICS  
(I-200/220), 
Basic Fire 
Control - 
Firefighter 
Module,  
S-290 
Intermediate 
Wildland Fire 
Behavior,  Strike 
Team Leader  
(I-330, I-333, 
334, or 335) 

 

First Responder Operations 
- Haz-Mat 

16 Unit   8 hour refresher 
annually 

  

First Responder Medical-
CDF 

46 Unit   24 hours every 2 
years 

Public Safety - 
CPR 

 

Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome 

[1] Unit   One time training   

Elderly Abuse  W & 
I 15630 

[1] Unit   One time training   

Communicable Disease 
Awareness 

4 Unit   Annual - 1 hour 
(min) 

  

Public Safety CPR - CDF 8 Unit   4 hours every 2 
years 

  

Firefighter 1 - Basic 67 Unit      
Fire Investigation 1A-Fire 
Origin and Cause 
Determination - CFSTES 

40 CSFM/ 
Region 

   None  

S-190 Introduction to 
Wildland Fire Behavior 

40 Unit    None  

Fire Instructor 1 - Certified 
CFSTES 

80 CDF  
Academy/ 
Region/Unit 

     



Course Participant Time Frames Prerequisites Notes 
Title Hours Location When Requirement Frequency   

 
Incident Management 2 - 
CDF 

40 Region/Unit    Basic Engine 
Operation- 
(BFEO) or Basic 
Fire Control- 
Firefighter 
Module; 
Intermediate 
Wildland Fire 
Behavior  
(S-290) or an 
agency 
equivalent 
course; Incident 
Management 1; 
Basic ICS  
(I-200 or I-220). 

 

861.00 Total Hours Job Enhancement Training 
 
NOTES: (*) 

(----) 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 

New Department Policy 
Subject Area Taught in the Course Listed Above 
10 Hours Flight 30 Hours Ground School 
4 Hours Flight 20 Hours Ground School 
1 Hour Flight 3 Hours Ground School 
1 Hour Flight 

 
(see Table of Contents)  


